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21st Century Student Outcomes and Support Systems

Framework for 
21st Century Learning
The Partnership for 21st Century Skills has developed a vision for student success 
in the new global economy.

177 N. Church Avenue, Suite 305     Tucson, AZ 85701     520-623-2466     www.21stcenturyskills.org

2 1 S T  C E N T U RY  S T U D E N T  O U T C O M E S
To help practitioners integrate skills into the teaching of core academic subjects, the Partnership has 
developed a unifi ed, collective vision for learning known as the Framework for 21st Century Learning. 
This Framework describes the skills, knowledge and expertise students must master to succeed in 
work and life; it is a blend of content knowledge, specifi c skills, expertise and literacies.  

Every 21st century skills implementation requires the development of core academic subject 
knowledge and understanding among all students. Those who can think critically and communicate 
effectively must build on a base of core academic subject knowledge. 

Within the context of core knowledge instruction, students must also learn the essential skills 
for success in today’s world, such as critical thinking, problem solving, communication 
and collaboration. 

When a school or district builds on this foundation, combining the entire Framework with the 
necessary support systems—standards, assessments, curriculum and instruction, professional 
development and learning environments—students are more engaged in the learning process and 
graduate better prepared to thrive in today’s global economy.Publication date: 12/09

�



177 N. Church Avenue, Suite 305     Tucson, AZ 85701     520-623-2466     www.21stcenturyskills.org

Core Subjects and 21st Century Themes

Mastery of core subjects and 21st century themes is essential to student success. Core subjects 
include English, reading or language arts, world languages, arts, mathematics, economics, science, geography, 
history, government and civics.

In addition, schools must promote an understanding of academic content at much higher levels by weaving 
21st century interdisciplinary themes into core subjects:

Learning and Innovation Skills

Learning and innovation skills are what separate students who are prepared for increasingly complex life 
and work environments in today’s world and those who are not. They include: 

Information, Media and Technology Skills

Today, we live in a technology and media-driven environment, marked by access to an abundance 
of information, rapid changes in technology tools and the ability to collaborate and make individual 
contributions on an unprecedented scale. Effective citizens and workers must be able to exhibit a range of 
functional and critical thinking skills, such as:

Life and Career Skills

Today’s life and work environments require far more than thinking skills and content knowledge. The ability 
to navigate the complex life and work environments in the globally competitive information age requires 
students to pay rigorous attention to developing adequate life and career skills, such as:

2 1 S T  C E N T U RY  S U P P O R T  S Y S T E M S
Developing a comprehensive framework for 21st century learning requires more than identifying specifi c 
skills, content knowledge, expertise and literacies.  An innovative support system must be created to help 
students master the multi-dimensional abilities that will be required of them. The Partnership has identifi ed 
fi ve critical support systems to ensure student mastery of 21st century skills:

For more information, visit the Partnership’s website at www.21stcenturyskills.org.

uryskills.org

Organizations

School Librarians

America

Service

®

Foundation

Associates 

Center

Association

Foundation

Foundation

Foundation

Institute Educational 
Foundation

Company
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Background
U.S. companies are competing in an ever-increasing global 

marketplace where workers must transition from an indus-

trial to a knowledge-based economy.   But just as employers 

need decades of institutional knowledge to meet the chal-

lenges of the global business environment, the baby boom 

generation—the most experienced workers with the greatest 

knowledge and skills—are retiring. Given the urgent need to 

find skilled professionals, The Conference Board, Corporate 

Voices for Working Families, The Partnership for 21st Centu-

ry Skills, and the Society for 

Human Resource Manage-

ment conducted a survey, 

Are They Really Ready to 

Work? Employers’ Perspec-

tives on the Basic Knowledge 

and Applied Skills of New 

Entrants to the 21st Century 

U.S. Workforce, to gain a 

better understanding of the 

readiness of new entrants 

to the workforce.  

The future competitiveness 

of the U.S. business com-

munity will be dependent 

on America’s ability to pro-

duce a highly skilled work-

force. The first step toward 

ensuring our graduates are ready to face the challenge is to 

define the skills gap. In order to do so, the four participating 

organizations jointly surveyed over 400 employers across the 

United States to identify the skills needed by recently hired 

graduates from high school, two-year colleges or technical 

schools, and four-year colleges to succeed in the workplace. 

We asked the business community to define the current state 

of “workforce readiness” for new entrants and to assess their 

current levels of proficiency in the areas most critical to suc-

cess in the 21st century economy.  

The Findings
Employers report that new entrants to the workforce need 

not only the basic skills—reading, writing and math—but 

that in the 21st century business world, possessing a range 

of applied skills directly related to the workplace is critical to 

success.  When asked to rank skills in terms of their impor-

tance in the workplace, employers put professionalism, team-

work, and oral communication at the top of the list.  The 

table below shows the skills that were ranked very important 

by the largest percentage of respondents. 

If excellence is necessary for 

America to continue to effec-

tively compete in the global 

economy, then there is much 

work to be done in preparing 

the next generation of profes-

sionals to enter the work-

place.  Less than a quarter of 

employers – only 23.9 percent 

– report that new entrants 

with four-year college degrees 

have “excellent” basic knowl-

edge and applied skills, and 

important deficiencies exist 

among entrants at every level. 

The deficiencies are greatest 

at the high school level, with 

42.4 percent of employers 

reporting the overall preparation of high school graduates 

as deficient; 80.9 percent reporting deficiencies in written 

communications; 70.3 percent citing deficiencies in profes-

sionalism; and 69.6 percent reporting deficiencies in critical 

thinking. Although preparedness increases with educational 

level, employers noted significant deficiencies remaining at 

the four-year college level in written communication (27.8 

percent), leadership (23.8 percent) and professionalism (18.6 

percent). 

Key Findings

Top Five Most Important Skills

High 
School 
Graduates

Two Year 
College 
Graduates

Four Year 

College 

Graduates

Professionalism 80.3% 83.4% 93.8%

Teamwork 74.7% 82.7% 94.4%

Oral 
Communication

70.3% 82.0% 95.4%

Ethics & Social 
Responsibility

63.4%

Reading 
Comprehension

62.5% 71.6%

��



Emerging Skills
Respondents were asked to project changes in necessary skills 

over the next five years.  The findings reflect anticipated 

changes in the economy in the near-term future.

• Mirroring the fast pace of globalization, 63.3 percent 

of employers say a foreign language is the most important 

basic skill students will need.

• Critical thinking and creativity/innovation, two key 

drivers of a knowledge economy, are expected to increase 

substantially in impor-

tance. (77.8 percent for 

critical thinking and 73.6 

percent for creativity/in-

novation)

• Over three-quar-

ters of respondents report 

that making appropriate 

choices concerning health 

and wellness is the No. 1 

emerging content area, 

reflecting the growing 

challenge of rising health 

care costs.  (76.1 percent)

• Two and four-

year college graduates will 

be hired in increasingly larger numbers than high school 

graduates, making it imperative for young people to seek 

higher education.  (27.7 percent of employers project a 

reduction in high school graduate hires, 58.8 percent project 

an increase in four-year college hires, 49.5 percent project an 

increase in two-year college hires)

Role of Business
Are They Really Ready to Work? Employers’ Perspectives on the 

Basic Knowledge and Applied Skills of New Entrants to the 21st 

Century U.S. Workforce sounds a wake-up call to a business 

community already concerned about the potential of the 

future workforce.  The business community overwhelmingly 

identified educators as the sector most responsible for creat-

ing a workforce ready to compete. (K-12 Education -- 75.6 

percent, Four-Year College – 68.4 percent, Two-Year College 

– 45.2 percent).  However, no amount of finger pointing will 

get the job done without the cooperation of the entire com-

munity. The four partner organizations hope to inspire and 

motivate the business community to get involved in develop-

ing strategies to give the next generation of workers the skills 

they need for job success and to keep American business 

competitive in the global economy.   

Business leaders, educators, community leaders and policy-

makers must work together to ensure that young people have 

the opportunities they need to develop important workplace 

skills.  Many corporations already partner with schools, after 

school programs, and uni-

versity and community based 

youth development programs 

to offer internships, summer 

jobs, work-study programs, and 

other hands-on programs to 

provide practical learning expe-

riences for students to cultivate 

the important applied skills 

needed in the workplace.  But 

more high quality programs are 

needed to meet the needs of all 

young people. 

Business can also play a critical 

role in working with educa-

tors, after school and youth development leaders, community 

leaders and policymakers to develop a more strategic and 

coordinated approach to the overall development and educa-

tion of young people.  In the future, the partner organiza-

tions will be working collectively and individually to reach 

out to a wide range of stakeholders as we continue this work. 

We will be convening a business leaders meeting with the 

goal of reaching consensus about how the business commu-

nity can move this agenda forward. We will be presenting the 

findings of this research to policymakers, and engaging them 

in dialogue about best next steps.  And we will be doing addi-

tional research to better understand the investment business 

is currently making in training new entrants who lack these 

important skills. Through these and other efforts, we hope to 

help increase the opportunities available for young people to 

develop the full set of skills needed to succeed in the work-

place of the 21st century. 

Are They Really Ready to Work?

“Our nation’s long-term 
ability to succeed in 
exporting to the growing 
global marketplace hinges 
on the abilities of today’s 
students.”

J. Willard Marriott, Chairman & CEO
Marriott International, Inc.
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The Conference Board creates and disseminates knowledge 

about management and the marketplace to help businesses 

strengthen their performance and better serve society. Work-

ing as a global, independent membership organization in 

the public interest, The Conference Board conducts research, 

convenes conferences, makes forecasts, assesses trends, 

publishes information and analysis, and brings executives 

together to learn from one another.

The Conference Board is a not-for-profit organization and 

holds 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt status in the United States. 

www.conference-board.org

Corporate Voices for Working Families is the leading na-

tional business membership organization representing the 

private sector voice in the dialogue on public policy issues 

related to working families.  As an independent 501(c)(3), 

Corporate Voices facilitates research and provides solutions 

to legislators and business on Early Childhood Education 

and After School Care, Family Economic Stability, Worker 

Flexibility, the future of the Mature Workforce, and Youth 

Transitions.  Collectively our 54 partner companies employ 

more than 4 million individuals throughout all fifty states, 

with annual net revenues of $1 trillion.  

www.cvworkingfamilies.org

The Partnership for 21st Century Skills has emerged as the 

leading advocacy organization focused on infusing 21st cen-

tury skills into education. The organization brings together 

the business community, education leaders, and policymak-

ers to define a powerful vision for 21st century education to 

ensure every child’s success as citizens and workers in the 21st 

century. The Partnership encourages schools, districts and 

states to advocate for the infusion of 21st century skills into 

education and provides tools and resources to help facilitate 

and drive change. 

www.21stcenturyskills.org

The Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) is 

the world’s largest association devoted to human resource 

management. Representing more than 210,000 individual 

members, the Society’s mission is to serve the needs of HR 

professionals by providing the most essential and com-

prehensive resources available. As an influential voice, the 

Society’s mission is also to advance the human resource 

profession to ensure that HR is recognized as an essential 

partner in developing and executing organizational strategy. 

Founded in 1948, SHRM currently has more than 550 affili-

ated chapters within the United States and members in more 

than 100 countries.  

www.shrm.org

 About the Consortium
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Month Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

1  
 

2 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
Summer 
Institute 

21  
Summer 
Institute 

22  
Summer 
Institute 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Summer 
Institute 

26  
Summer 
Institute 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

Jul 
2011 

31  
 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
Back-to-School 
Convocation 

11  
Back-to-School 
Convocation 

12  
Pupil Free Day 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
First Day of Fall 
Semester 

16  
Ranger Spirit 
Assembly P1 & 
P6 

17  
 

18  
CPT 2:39 
Dismissal 
Every Thu 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Faculty Mtg 

24  
Back to School 
Night 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

Aug 
2011 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
P21 Days 

31  
 

1  
 

2  
Holiday 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Holiday 

6  
 

7  
PHBAO 
Conferences 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
College Week 

20  
College Week 
Faculty Mtg 

21  
College Week 

22  
College Week 

23  
College Week 

24  
 

Sep 
2011 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

1  
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2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
P21 Days 
Faculty Mtg 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

18  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

19  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

20  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

21  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Math & Literacy 
Night 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

29  
 

Oct 
2011 

30  
 

31  
 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
Career Week 

8  
Career Week 
Faculty Mtg 

9  
Career Week  

10  
Career Week 

11  
Holiday 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
P21 Days 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
CPT 
2:39 Dismissal 

24  
Holiday 

25  
Holiday 

26  
 

Nov 
2011 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
Fall Student 
Showcase 
Evening 

7  
Faculty Mtg 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

13  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

14  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

15  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

16  
Ranger Awards 
Ceremony (End 
of Term) 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Holiday 

20  
Holiday 

21  
Holiday 

22  
Holiday 

23  
Holiday 

24  
 

Dec 
2011 

25  
 

26  
Holiday 

27  
Holiday 

28  
Holiday 

29  
Holiday 

30  
Holiday 

31  
 

More Calendars:  2011 Calendar, 2012 Calendar, Calendar Template, Desktop Calendar 
1  
 

2  
Holiday 
 

3  
Holiday 

4  
Holiday 

5  
Holiday 

6  
Holiday 

7  
 

Jan 
2012 

8  
 

9  
Pupil Free Day 
 

10  
First Day of 
Spring 
Semester 

11  
Ranger Spirit 
Assembly P1 & 
P6 

12  
CPT 2:39 
Dismissal 

13  
 

14  
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15  
 

16  
Holiday 

 

17  
Test Prep Rally 
Faculty Mtg 

18  
CST Practice 

19  
CST Practice 

20  
CST Practice 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 
 

24  
P21 Days 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

 

29  
 

30  
 
 

31  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 
 

7  
P21 Days 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
College Week 
 

14  
College Week 
Faculty Mtg 

15  
College Week 

16  
College Week 

17  
College Week 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
Holiday 
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

Feb 
2012 

26  
 

27  
 
 

28  
 

29  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

1  
Open House 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 
 

6  
P21 Days 
Faculty Mtg 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

13  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

14  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

15  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

16  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week  

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
PHBAO 
Conferences 

23  
 

24  
 

Mar 
2012 

25  
 

26  
 
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

30  
Holiday 

31  
 

1  
 

2  
Holiday 
 

3  
Holiday 

4  
Holiday 

5  
Holiday 

6  
Holiday 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 
 

10  
P21 Days 
Faculty Mtg 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
Career Week 
 

17  
Career Week 
 

18  
Career Week 
 

19  
Career Week 
 

20  
Career Week 
 

21  
 

22  
 

23 
  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

Apr 
2012 

29  
 

30  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

1  
Annual Science 
Fair 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
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6  
 

7  
Faculty 
Meeting 
 

8  
Annual Arts 
Recital 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
Test Prep Rally 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
CST 
 

15  
CST 

16  
CST 

17  
CST 

18  
CST 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

22  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

23  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

24  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

25  
Periodic 
Assessment 
Week 

26  
 

May 
2012 

27  
 

28  
Student of the 
Month 
Luncheon 

29  
 

30  
8th Grade 
Culmination 

31  
6th & 7th Grade 
Ranger Awards 
Ceremony 

1 Last Day of 
Spring 
Semester 
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Pupil Free Day 
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

Jun 
2012 10  

 
11  
 
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
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Western Academy   
Project Based Assessment Template 

 
Part 1: Designing a Standards Based P21 Project 

1.  What is the topic of the project? 
 
 
2.  Describe how this topic will address all core content standards and P21 focus? 
English 
 
 
 
 

Math 

History 
 
 
 
 

Science 

PE 
 
 
 
 

P21 

3.  Describe three learning outcomes for this project:
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 
4.  How will you involve students in the creation of this project? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Describe the strategies you will use to develop the essential questions with the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  What are the essential questions for this project? 
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7.  Describe the learning activities for this project: 
Teacher Led 
 
 
 
 
Group Investigations 
 
 
 
 
Individual Tasks 
 
 
 
 
8.  Identify the habits of mind students will develop during this project.  
 
 
 
 
 
9.  What strategies will you use to help students plan their final products and presentations? 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  List required materials and resources (other than technology) 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 2: Technology 
1.  What technology tools and resources will be used in this project? 
 
 
 
 
2.  How will using technology resources help improve learning goals. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Do you need additional technology support?  Explain. 
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Part 3:  Assessment 

1. Describe the expected final project and assessment strategies. 
 
 
 
 
2.  What types of evaluation of progress checks are imbedded in the project? 
 
 
 
 
3.  How will students receive feedback on their performance? 
 
 
 
4.  What knowledge and skills are needed to complete the project? 

Knowledge and Skills Needed  Already 
Have 

Learned 

Taught 
Before The 

Project 

Taught 
During The 

Project 

       

       

    

    

       

5.  What Project Tools will you use? 

 Know/need to know lists __________________________________ 

 Daily goal sheets __________________________________ 

 Journal __________________________________ 

 Briefs __________________________________ 

 Task lists __________________________________ 

 Problem logs __________________________________ 
 
6.  List preparations necessary to address needs for differentiated instruction for ESL students, 
special-needs students, or students with diverse learning styles. 
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Part 4:  Timeline 

1. Draft a timeline for this project 
 
Week/Day Learning Activity Standards Evaluation of Progress 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Part 5:  Project Planning Sheet for Students 
1.   Create an explanation chart for students to use as they complete their project.  
 

Tasks Assigned to: Description Resources Timeframe 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

Part 6:  PLC Evaluation 
1.  What parts of this project went well? 
 
 
   
 
2.  What parts of this project did turn out as planned? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What will you do differently for your next PBA? 
 
 
 
 
4.  What suggestion/advice will you give your grade level team about this project? 
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Western Academy  

Project Based Assessment Rubric 

 

Content Conventions Organization Presentation 

4 

� Is well thought out and 
supports the solution to 
the challenge or 
question 

� Reflects application of 
critical thinking 

� Has clear goal that is 
related to the topic 

� Is pulled from a variety 
of sources 

� Is accurate 

� No spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation errors 

� High-level use of 
vocabulary and word 
choice 

� Information is clearly 
focused in an 
organized and 
thoughtful manner. 

� Information is 
constructed in a 
logical pattern to 
support the solution. 

� Multimedia is used to 
clarify and illustrate 
the main points. 

� Format enhances the 
content. 

� Presentation captures 
audience attention. 

� Presentation is 
organized and well 
laid out. 

3 

� Is well thought out and 
supports the solution 

� Has application of 
critical thinking that is 
apparent 

� Has clear goal that is 
related to the topic 

� Is pulled from several 
sources 

� Is accurate 

� Few (1 to 3) spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation errors 

� Good use of 
vocabulary and word 
choice 

�  

� Information supports 
the solution to the 
challenge or question. 

� Multimedia is used to 
illustrate the main 
points. 

� Format is appropriate 
for the content. 

� Presentation captures 
audience attention. 

� Presentation is well 
organized. 

2 

� Supports the solution 

� Has application of 
critical thinking that is 
apparent 

� Has no clear goal 

� Is pulled from a limited 
number of sources 

� Has some factual errors 
or inconsistencies 

� Minimal (3 to 5) 
spelling, grammatical, 
or punctuation errors 

� Low-level use of 
vocabulary and word 
choice 

� Project has a focus 
but might stray from it 
at times. 

� Information appears 
to have a pattern, but 
the pattern is not 
consistently carried 
out in the project. 

� Information loosely 
supports the solution. 

� Multimedia loosely 
illustrates the main 
points. 

� Format does not suit 
the content. 

� Presentation does not 
capture audience 
attention. 

� Presentation is loosely 
organized. 

1 

� Provides inconsistent 
information for solution 

� Has no apparent 
application of critical 
thinking 

� Has no clear goal 

� I pulled from few 
sources 

� Has significant factual 
errors, misconceptions 

� More than 5 spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation errors 

� Poor use of 
vocabulary and word 
choice 

� Content is unfocused 
and haphazard. 

� Information does not 
support the solution to 
the challenge or 
question. 

� Information has no 
apparent pattern. 

� Presentation appears 
sloppy and/or 
unfinished. 

� Multimedia is 
overused or 
underused. 

� Format does not 
enhance content. 

� Presentation has no 
clear organization. 
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Curriculum Vitae 
 

 
Walter Bambrick 
9848 Tabor St., 217 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 
wbambric@lausd.net 

 

Education: 
 
1970 - 1971   Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York 
1971 - 1972    New York University, New York, New York 
1972 - 1974    BA (Honors - English) University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada 
1974 - 1976   MA (English) University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada 
2000 - 2001  Library student, Cal State Long Beach, Long Beach, California 
      2004  Fellow, UCLA Writerʼs Workshop, Los Angeles, California 
      2007   LAVA (Los Angeles Virtual Academy, Ojai), summer academy 
      2008  LAVA (Los Angeles Virtual Academy, Ojai), summer academy 
 

Work / Teaching Experience: 
 

 

1976 – 1978   Teacher, Fundamental High School, Cambridge, MA 
1979 – 1982  Computer Programmer/Analyst, First Interstate Bank, Los Angeles, 

CA 
1982 – 1983  Painter, Burgundy, France 
      1983   Computer Programmer/Analyst, MGM Studios, Los Angeles, CA 
1983 – 1998  Painter, Filmmaker, Art-Director, various independent films 
      1987   Art Director, “Favorite Sons”, an Andy Frank Production 
      1997 Art Director/Assistant Director, “Silent Scream“, a James Chen 

Production 
 

1987 – 2011   Teacher (English) / Technology Coordinator, LAUSD: 
 1987 -- 1992 Long term substitute: Webster MS, Audubon MS, 

West Hollywood Continuation HS 
 1992 – 1997 Teacher (English), Locke HS, Los Angeles 

1998 – 2002 Teacher/Technology Coordinator, Horace Mann MS, 
Los Angeles 
2003 – 2011 Teacher/Technology Coordinator, Henry Clay MS, Los 
Angeles 
2004 – 2008 Yearbook Advisor, Henry Clay MS, Los Angeles 
2006 – 2008 Editor, “the Clay Pidgin”, Henry Clay MS, Los Angeles 
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Yesenia Enriquez 
2110 E Hatchway Street 

Compton, CA 90222 
(310) 634-5776 

y_campos@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
California State University, Los Angeles    01/2011-06/2012 
Masters of Arts in Education 
Reading Specialist Credential 
 
LAUSD District Intern/BTSA Program    05/2007-02/2010 
Single-Subject Clear Credential 
 
California State University, Los Angeles    03/2001-06/2006 
Bachelor of Arts in English  
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Henry Clay Middle School, Los Angeles, CA   05/2007- Present 
English Teacher 

• 7th, 8th grade ELA Teacher, Leadership & Journalism/Yearbook Advisor 
• Planning, Delivery, and Analysis of rigorous academic curriculum 
• Data Analysis to improve teaching practices 
• Professional networking to maximize learning outcomes in students 

 
Salick Health Care Inc, Beverly Hills, CA      12/1998-12/2006 
Administrative Assistant 

• Handled administrative duties of medical facility 
• Minute-taking and co-facilitation of staff meetings 
• Payroll management of department 

 
VOLUNTEER WORK 
 
Sacred Heart Church, Compton, CA     09/2009-Present 
Catechism Teacher 

• Implementation of religious education curriculum 
• Planning and carrying out diverse church activities/charities 

 
HONORS/AWARDS 

• $10,000 Scholarship from Salick Health Care, Inc. 
• National Environmental Protection Agency Award Recipient 
• Employee of the Month- Salick Health Care 
• Principal Recognition for bringing 3 out of 5 classes to Advanced on District 

Assessments 
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Jennifer Horton 
1904 Ripley Ave ● Redondo Beach, CA 90278 

714-915-0916 ● Jennifer.Horton@lausd.net 
 
CREDENTIALS 

Single Subject Teaching Credential: Health and Science 
Supplemental Credential: Physical Education 
USC GIFTED summer Institute: Advanced- GATE Trained 

 
EDUCATION 

Master’s Degree, Principal Leadership   proposed date:  Aug. 2011 
University of California, Los Angeles 
 
Teaching Credential, Single Subject    May 2005 
National University, Orange     

 
Bachelor of Arts, Kinesiology: Athletic Training  May 2000 
California State University, Long Beach 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE     Aug. 2005- Present 

Henry Clay Middle School 
Los Angeles, California 
• Currently teaching single subjects in Health, Science & AVID 
• Department Chairperson and Lead teacher Science 
• Ability to adapt labs for various student needs, providing enriched learning experiences 
• Collaborate well with various colleagues to develop curriculum 
• Successful classroom management skills 

 
Westminster High School     Aug. 2004-Jan. 2006 
Westminster, California 
• Vocational Teacher for Sports Medicine 
• Student Teaching for Credentialing program 
• Head Athletic Trainer for Athletic Department 

 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER     Sep. 2000-Jan. 2005 

Westminster High School     
Irvine High School     
Huntington Beach Union High Schools  
Ocean View School District  

 
AWARDS 

• 2010 Donor’s Choose Project Recipient 
• 2007 Earthwatch Fellowship-Expedition to Brazil for the fieldwork and study of dolphins.  

Assisting the University of Sao Paulo in research and community programs. 
 
LANGUAGES 

Conversational/working knowledge in Spanish 
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A. Kuppersmith 

9725 Regent St. #9 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 

(310) 916 7793 
 

mrkuppersmith@earthlink.net 
 
 

 

Objective 
 

For years, my group of teachers has functioned as a high 
performing oasis at our school, Henry Clay.  Now, I wish to 
take that achievement to the next logical level, and triple our 
output by making a small middle school operate with our 
pedagogy, philosophy, and vision. 
 

Education 
 

� B.A., Philosophy, University of Southern California, 1993 
� M.S., Curriculum, Teaching, and Special Education, 

University of Southern California, 1996 
 

Credentials 
 

� California Secondary Certificate in English, with CLAD  
(Clear Credential) 

� “Highly Qualified” in Content Area 
� 12 years of Experience in the local student community, 

with consistently high performance 
 

Experience 
 

English Teacher, Henry Clay Middle School 
1999 - Present 
 
� Taught World Literature & Writing Composition to 7th 

graders. 
� Organized cooperative learning activities. 
� Implemented portfolio grading system in literature classes. 
� Incorporated team teaching into standard curriculum 
� Implemented Project Based Learning 
� Assessed student performance throughout the term. 
� Conducted student conferences using team teaching 

methodology. 
� Consistently outperformed Henry Clay Middle School’s 

Average performance by double-digit percentages. 
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Activities: 
 

Henry Clay Fencing Team 
 
For five years, coached an extracurricular team enriching 
students with exposure to the sport of fencing, one of the 21 
original Olympic Sports.  Students must maintain a B average 
to participate, and learn community and competition, as well 
as French Vocabulary. 
 
Soccer  
 
For the past year, participated in Coaching and playing goal 
for students in the Intramural Soccer League at HCMS. 
 
Chess 
 
For many years, have taught the fundamentals of Chess 
strategy and tournament play with students.  Tournaments 
held with other schools, and on site at HCMS. 
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 Joseph John O’Neil 
 

2241 ½ West 250th Street Lomita, Ca 90717 
 JONEIL55@SBCglobal.net 

Home (310) 987-6306 Cell (310) 984-9242 
 

Self-directed, enthusiastic educator with a passionate commitment to student’s development and 
the learning experience. Skilled in the design of challenging, enriching, and innovative activities 
that address the diverse interests and needs of students. Possess outstanding Mathematics 
communication skills, present information in a variety of ways, emphasizing relevance of class 
material to the world beyond the classroom. Active team member who collaborates with all 
levels of staff members and establishes quality relationships with students.  Experience in: 
 

Curriculum and Design Development  Differentiated Instruction  
Cooperative learning    Student motivation 
Project based learning    Differentiated curriculum for GATE  
Classroom management    Student-centered learning 
Multicultural awareness    Special education awareness 
Student assessments    Whole group learning 
Interactive learning    Use of interdisciplinary themes in lessons 
 

EDUCATION 
 

• Associate of Arts: General-Los Angeles Harbor College, Wilmington 
• 90 Quarter units of coursework: Architecture-Cal Poly State University, San Luis Obispo 
• Bachelor of Arts, Major: Sociology Minor: Behavioral Sciences, CSUDH 
• Appropriate California Teaching Authorization: Clear Single Subject Credential w/Clad 

Emphasis Subject Social Sciences with SMA: Introductory Mathematics, CSUDH 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

• 9/2005 – present  
Henry Clay Middle School, Los Angeles, Ca 90047 Seventh grade Math Teacher as well 
as Seventh Grade Algebra 1 Gate teacher. As the classroom teacher, planned and 
implemented lessons and unit focus calendars, went to professional development 
meeting, communicated with parents, made assessments of students, went to staff 
meetings, collaborating with teacher, providing individual assistance to students as 
needed, and guided my students toward learning the California Standards. 

 
• 9/2004 to 6/2005 

Warren Lane Elementary School, Inglewood Unified School District. Seventh grade 
Social Science Teacher. Planned and implemented lessons and unit plans for my students.  
Assessed students, communicated with parents went to staff meetings, collaborating with 
teacher, and guided my students toward learning the California Standards. 
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• 8/2003 to 6/2004  

Monroe Magnet Middle School, Inglewood Unified School District. Sixth grade 
Language Arts and Social Science Teacher planned and implemented lessons and unit 
plans for my students.  Assessed students, communicated with parents went to staff 
meetings, collaborating with teacher, and guided my students toward learning the 
California Standards. 
 

• 8/1990 to 6/2003 
Monroe Magnet Middle School, Inglewood Unified School District, Sixth grade 
Mathematics Teacher, Monroe Magnet Middle School. Planned and implemented lessons 
and unit plans for my students.  Assessed students, communicated with parents went to 
staff meetings, collaborating with teacher, and guided my students toward learning the 
California Standards. 
 

• 4/1997 to 6/1997  
Lomita Math / Science Magnet Elementary School in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. Gate Teacher for the Third, Fourth and Fifth grade students, introducing students 
to Algebra and Geometry in a hand-on manner in which students participated in guided 
activities while learning. Pull out Program. 
 

• 10/1988 to 6/1991  
Los Angeles Unified School District, Substitute Teacher, Worked as a day-to-day 
substitute teacher sixth to twelfth grade. 
 

SPECIAL SKILLS 
• Able to utilize my 22 years of retail experience in training and supervising young adults 

in the work force. 
• Developed an overall positive approach from my customer service experience in 

communicating with parents of my students. 
 

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING and WORKSHOPS 
 

• University of Southern California Professional Development: Differentiated Curriculum 
for Gifted and Talented Students Summer Two-Day Program in June 2007, 2008, 2009, 
and 2010.�
 
 
�
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Karen Orpe 
15001 Condon Ave #34 

Lawndale, CA 90260 
310-462-5511 

msorpe@earthlink.net 
 
 
 
Objective: To improve the educational opportunities of LAUSD students by 

establishing a transformative Pilot School with a progressive 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills focus. 

 
 
LAUSD 
 
Henry Clay Middle School 
 
Teaching Responsibilities 
 

7th Grade History Teacher (2002 to present) 
8th Grade History Teacher (2001 – 2002) 

 
Program/Curriculum Development  
 

Gifted and Talented Coordinator (2006 to present) 
Lead 7th Grade Teacher (2008 to present) 
Literacy Cadre, Social Studies Representative (2001 – 2004) 

 
Additional Activities 
 

Curriculum Council (2006 to present) 
Garden Director (2007 to present) 
Technology Committee (2008 to present) 
National Junior Honor Society Adviser (2008-2009) 
 

Training Sessions/Conference Presentations 
 

MyData – Fall 2009, Spring 2009 
Technology – Fall 2009, Spring 2008 
Best Practices - Teaming, 2007  
Content Literacy, 2004 
Content Literacy, 2003 
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CSULB 
 
Teaching Responsibilities 
 

Adjunct Faculty - History 101 Facts, Evidence and Bias (Spring 2000) 
Equal Opportunity Instructor (Fall 1999) 
Reading Instructor (Summer 1998 & 1999) 
Facilitator/Grader, History 132 Western Civilization (Spring 1996 – 1999) 
History, Sociology, Psychology Tutor (Fall 1996) 

 
Program/Curriculum Development 
  
 Equal Opportunity Program Course development (Summer 1999) 
 Assistant Coordinator, Supplemental Instruction (May 1998 –  

December 1999) 
Writing Proficiency Exam Test Preparation (Fall 1999) 

 
Education 
 

Single Subject Credential, Social Studies, CSUDH, 2004 
Master of Arts, History, CSULB, 2000 
Bachelor of Arts, History, CSULB, 1998, Cum Laude 

 
Honors and Awards 
 

o LAUSD Teacher of the Year, 2010 
o Woolly Pocket Garden Grant, $1000, 2010 
o National Endowment for the Humanities, Picturing America Grant, 2008 
o California School Gardens Grant, $5000, 2007 
o Phi Alpha Theta, National History Honor Society, May 1999 
o Finalist, Outstanding Graduating Senior, College of Liberal Arts, CSULB May 

1998 
o Outstanding Graduating Senior, Department of History, May 1998 
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November 29, 2010 
 
TreePeople 
12601 Mulholland Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
(818) 753-4600 Phone 
(818) 753-4645 Fax 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As a local community group, TreePeople is excited to be a part of educational programs that 
advocate awareness, civic responsibility and environmental literacy. That is why we fully 
endorse the establishment of Western Academy for the 21st Century. At this time, TreePeople 
provides environmental education to secondary schools through the Los Angeles County, 
Department of Public Work’s Generation Earth program.  This program provides training, 
support and resources to teachers in the Los Angeles County area.   
 
As Director of the Generation Earth program, it will be a pleasure to work with the faculty at the 
Western Academy for the 21st Century.  Teachers will have opportunities to attend our 
professional development and technical assistance Saturday workshops.  We look forward to 
lending our resources and tools to help these teachers implement successful environmental 
service learning programs that will enhance Western Academy’s curriculum and will empower 
students to take environmental action helping them to become successful college candidates as 
well as prepared global citizens. 
 
It is clear that the faculty at Western Academy for the 21st Century is committed to a strong 
partnership with Generation Earth and TreePeople and we value that commitment.  We look 
forward to continuing to pursue our common goal of excellence in environmental service 
learning. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mary Dotson 
Director of Secondary Education, TreePeople 
mdotson@treepeople.org 

 

<=
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Create Now: 
�
Re: Thank you! 

 
From: Create Now <info@createnow.org> 
To: Ms Orpe  
Subject: Re: Thank you! 
Date: Nov 6, 2010 7:19 AM 

 
Hi Karen:  Thanks for sharing this link. The program sounds amazing and we're 
so excited to be a part of it! I look forward to hearing from you again as we 
move forward on our partnership!  Best,  Jill    
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From: Dianne Callister <sdcallister@gmail.com> 
To: Karen Sykes-Orpe  
Subject: Re: Happy Holidays and a quick update 
Date: Nov 23, 2010 6:53 AM 

 
Hi Karen,  It was wonderful to hear from you!  I love the pictures!  I would 
love to post them on our website under your schools name ....because I can 
tell you that you have been accepted for funding for the coming semester!  I 
am not really supposed to be telling you this early because letters will go 
out next week to all schools accepted, but I know your name is on the list!  
I would be happy to write a letter for you in support of your endeavor. I 
can't tell you how thankful I am that there are teachers like you in our 
schools!   You are a real gem and I look forward to working with you!  Sent 
from my iPhone   

 
LA Chamber of Commerce – PILLAR 
 
RE: Community partnerships 

 
From: Paola Santana <PSantana@lachamber.com> 
To: Ms Orpe  
Subject: RE: Community partnerships 
Date: Nov 16, 2010 5:42 PM 

 
Hi Ms. Orpe, 
  
It was a pleasure meeting with you and Mr. Kuppersmith yesterday.  I am following up 
on our conversation. 
  
I checked in with David Rattray, the Vice President of our division, and we agreed that it 
is okay for you to mention in your PSC application that you’ve met with the Pillar team, 
and that the Pillar Program has agreed to support your efforts by helping identify 
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professionals to participate in career awareness activities at your school, if your 
proposal is selected.   
  
Feel free to call me if you have any questions.   
  
Paola Santana | Pillar Business-Education Partnership Coordinator 
LOS ANGELES AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
350 S. Bixel St. | Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Ph: 213.580.7553 | Fax: 213.482.0814 
psantana@lachamber.com | www.lachamber.com | www.lausd.net 
  
Learn more about Pillar: www.pillarLA.com 
 
Welcome to First Book! 

 
From: confirmation@firstbook.org 
To: msorpe@earthlink.net 
Subject: Welcome to First Book! 
Date: Jun 22, 2010 5:06 PM 

 
Thank you for completing your registration with First Book!  You can now 
access First Book's distribution channels.  The following are brief 
descriptions of these distribution channels.   
 
The First Book Marketplace is an online store selling high-quality children's 
books and educational materials at deeply discounted prices to organizations 
serving children from low-income families.  The First book National Book Bank 
is a centralized distribution system for large-scale donations of children's 
books from publishers to programs serving children in need.   
 
The FBNBB distributes millions of books annually, working with warehousing 
partners and with support from volunteer networks.  First Book Advisory 
Boards are an extensive network of volunteer community leaders serving as 
ambassadors dedicated to fundraising, providing book grants to local literacy 
programs, and raising awareness of literacy issues within communities, 
college campuses and universities.  
 
To access these channels, please visit the Recipient Group Online Resource 
Center at http://www.firstbook.org/rg.  ***If you have any questions, please 
contact the First Book Help Team at help@firstbook.org. ***  
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